SC Department of Public Safety

Issue 03
May 2009

Families of Highway Fatalities

FHF members work with Highway Patrol to spread safety
message to high school students during Prom Season
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“Have a heart for highway safety”

FHF

Dec. 16, 1972 - May 7, 2006

By Deidre Johnson represented J.J. Johnson, my brother, Keith
Like all parents who have lost a child, I Glenn, Josh Pritch-
often worry that my son J.J. will be forgotten.ett, Jessi Arnold, a
J.J. died in a motor vehicle crash in 2006. ASyler Durham alonge.
the third anniversary of his death approached,wi t h the j
decided to hold a blood drive in his honor. PROMise to Drivgs
The youth pastor at Berea First BaptisRe sponsi b
Church suggested we move the blood drive to Five local la
April 15 and add a prom safety portiomhe enforcement age
Crosswalk Student Ministry at Berea has ovecies, as well @
125 youth who attend each Wednesday nigh6CHP, brought dig
With Prom dates approaching for three locaplay vehicles.
high schools, we planned a Youth Driver Re- We wrapped uj
sponsibility event. the night with a
A group of firefighters from the Berea Fire safety presentation from L/Cpl. Kathy Hiles
Department volunteered to stage a mock crashith the Highway Patrol. Marie Pritchett, an
scene. The Highway Patrol agreed to help wittrHF member who lost her son, Josh, in 2005
the crash scene and fspoiddto theryouth and padents about the tragic
The Blood Connection brought its mobilet ur n o f events during
donation center AThe sithl ood Vessel 0 out fro
3:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.. The turnout wasex- Fi nal | y, N{iyearoltl éaughtdr,. J .
cellent with 45 donors and nine deferrals. read a poem she had written, which told how a
Youth and parents from other churcheshighway fatality affects families and loved
attended the program as well. All teens reenes.
ceived a-shirt. What started as a small plan grew into a
Thetshirts read dl n Memerlulrsafetyorhessage with Ghe ihélp and
drend with the names sapportbffsemahyi ve who wer e
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Top right: Two students from Berea Baptist

Church hold up-shirts Deidre designed for the

event. Bottom left: Deidre Johnson with grand-
daughter, Skyland Melton; Middle: J.J. John-
sonbdbs daughter, Nicol e,
to her father. Right: Trooper Brown conducts a
fisobriety testodo during t
tom | eft: Emergency pers
teens during the mock crash scene.
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“Have a heart for highway safety”

FHF has Facebook page; web site coming sgon FHE

An FHF web page is beingThis is one more tool for us to usehow FHF got started. Peoplg
added to the South Carolina Dewhen reaching out to families and will be able to complete forms

partment of Public Safety web sites har i ng safety msgmsd Bif BHF Yownload
The FHF group has also joined FHF is posting photographs . '

- and b d fihel po mat er i aPlsasesendféed- a s
Facebook to reach out to existingnd Neéws about recent and up-

y A e o on. [oming events; links to TV inter- Compassionate Guide  anc
members and share information. Gie,vs"\yith FHF members as well FHF brochure and complete an

is a way for potential members ts a |ink to the Fatality Memorial on line form to volunteer for
learn more about the group and geite. the group. new web site and
involved. The new FHF web site will be  The new web site will be at Facebook
AThis has beendCHA by dunee ¢ toffeys emokg awyw.schp.org/FHF.
for us to get information to mem-comprehensive information re- The Facebook site can be
bers and the pUbridghe Yroud. ThethewSshe® ofuind by s e ar ¢ hamiiegofHwyEa mi | |

back and sugges-

tions about our

accounts to

Ire:Iitil ?s tt)hztlmlorcla Sl aE fo|_||_will nét Snf) Febtdre rScf eventdo’ ™ © Hi ghway  Fa tamids@icliperme® o
lowing social media sites. but give more information about ~Facebook.

What: Spring Peer Support Outing:
Riverbanks Zoo & Botanical Garden

When: Saturday, May 30, 11 a.m.
Where: 500 Wildlife Parkway

| -126 Greystone Boulevard
For Directions and RSVP
Contact FHF Coordinator, Faith Turner @ 608 - 7664 or 896 -8171

e- mail: FamiliesofHwyFatalities@scdps.net

** Please meet in front of the zoo entrance. We will assemble at the picnic area
and eat before going into the zoo. While families will be responsible for their own
zoo admission, we are working to obtain a group rate, which is why we will need to

meet beforehand. FHF will provide sandwiches, chips and drinks for lunch.

Please RSVP by May 23 with the exact number in your party
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“Have a heart for highway safety”

FHF

ARArts as Medicineo offers grief

FHF families had an opportunity to confront their grief angbictures honoring and remembering their loved ones and used
experience healing through painting, drawing, crafts and matencils to create blankets.

sic at the first Arts as Medicine workshop hosted by FHF il was amazed at how the [rea
member, Dr. Dee Gulledge. Members were able to express various emotions about the [loss
AThis was such a posi ti ve oftheirdoved one wherethegwere eclaed and veorkifigaoon theme
said new member, Becky Kopproijiécthsa,do jRUKSR Cooosrtdi myatlor q Flae
seven weeks before attending the workshop. AAs with all/l FHF event s, fam
iNot only was the wor ks h toknow atheredxgderierttieg similauldsses. b u t I 0r ew
strength in meeting people who understand the sadness and-HF members learned that coloring and art are not just for
emptiness | felt from | osi npgeschopl cluldrent Thexer is areason therapists use painting

Ms. Kopp was joined by 20 other family members wh@nd drawing to help patients in hospitals work through ani
spent two days learning about various ways the arts can hely, posttraumatic stress disorders and traumatic grief.
reduce stress. Dr. Gulledge provided structured classroomMember Deb Harding works with patients at the Dorn VA

time along with handsn activities. Medical Center in Columbia.
Dr . Gull edgebds sister, Gai AAMBI mpt g usbkdrisngnpad@aeggage
performAmazing GraceMembers painted bottles, drew stress and anxiety, o Hardimng s

Left to right: Group photo. Ned
Blackmon places stencils on a
blanket in memory of his son,
Monty. Kendal Shelley draws a
deck of cards remembering good
times with son, Kendal Jr. Dr.
Gulledge creates a collage of enfo-
tions shared by members. Bottor:
Deb Harding remembers son, Mit
chael, with but|t
Goodo written qgn
Members Joyce Sullivan and Wi
liam and Theresa Gadsden listen to
Dr. Gulledge.
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Photo Galleryfi FHF Activities e

The South Carolina Department of Public Safety

and
8 The Families of Highway Fatalities a/

Remind You
: TO Drive Like Your Life Depends On It -

Scenes from Swan Lake: Top left: Group photo. Top
right: JoAnn Stone, Cheryl Jones, Dianne Mayne; left:
Jean Davis with grandchildren, Savannah and Jackson
Middle: One of many beautiful scenes from the lake;
Right: Martin Kopp and daughter, Abby.

High School Prom Presenta-
tions: Left: Member Laurie
Harden and SCHP Community
Rel ations6 Office
Edgeworth, at Fox Creek High
School. Laurie spoke to teens
about losing her daughter,
Blaire, in 2005. Right: Teens
at North Augusta High School
look at the memory board of
Chad Radvansky created by
his mother, Lisa, who spoke to
students about the loss of her
son.




