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oHonori/i ng Your Loved One wij

It is not uncommon for many of our family members in the program to share an idea or a story &M

random acts of kindness they performed on the birthday or yearly date of their loved ones. Buyi
veteran a meal because their loved one served too. Or filling the tank of a motorcycle rider as t
loved one was a bike enthusiast too. Well, this story you are about to read is no diffeiénnake

you feel goodéit is about a fimost generous
not so sure we c o uladn dadutinanatheless, aevantderful inspiiation am ho
to honor those we love and miss.

For me, it started when | received a phone call from Dan Harding, one of our FHF family memb
April 18, 2011.Dan said he was calling me on behalf of his family (wife, Debbie, daughter Danie

fi'u

son Ryan and of course Michael) with a hea
Red Cross for bringing him to where he is

and that first blood drive, | would not be here today, giving in honor of my son Michael and | carf
think of a betterandom act of kindnegs honor Michael than to give my kidney to Carl Horton Jr.,

g_l&ogngar gnis rﬁl—,ogon §r
nb@m Horton, Dan Hardln@onor
& FHF Member & J, Recipient

(who is called AJo) the 21 year @DahamarlSo f

Carl Sr . & Pa

were childhood friends that reconnected on Facebook recently.

But first | et me
a vehicle related collision on December 6,
acy of kindness alive, searching for a sense of healing, the Hardings began their journey with F
The Hardings often performed random acts of kindness on a regular basis but encouraged othe
the same on Michael 6s birthday and yearly

first FHF Bl ood

ing, Dan found out he was a unique donbe is A+ but has a CMV negative factor, making his dor
tions particularly vital for newborns and organ recipients.

After reconnecting with Carl, Dan soon found out that J was born with one kidney and with rece
complications was in need of a transplant. Delmo understands the loss of a child, was determine
help the Hortonds | ocate a match. Dan did

family has faced. With little luck for a match, Dan decided to test for compatibility and was told he

was a perfect match. Dan donated his kidney on April 21, 2011.

Since the surgery, Dan shared aboutntiituality of his gift in terms of how it is not only transforma-

tional and healing for J and the Hortonsbuw r hi m as wel | sayi ng f
was a huge step forward in my own grieving process and really brought home how healing and

3

peutic it can be to give of yourself for others in need; something that often gets lost when we arg

in grief. O

| think it goes without saying how special and giving Dan is with this most remarkable act of kingl

and | have no doubt that Michael is proud!!

b, dacirg the ke &stjorirnelyl af theirilifa, ¢pst Miahasl in

D r -iwitheéhe idea oftgigirty backito tlewcommunityf. FranQha!
point on, Dan became a regular donor, even giving platelets at the local ARC blood bank. In his| gtﬂp

Excerpt Carl Sr. wrote in his
fCaringbridgebo
2 0 ¢'yged Anple29. €0LImi n ¢
:sli"iodg\/e tal ked ags3
 Gjaj tiis whale thing wag gnd tp lig
ponest, | had to veer away from tp
ic as it gets pretty emotional f¢
4ne. | am much better writing abou

it than speaking about itlt is very
hard to describe what his gift meg
Lo us. Dan would say we gave hif
 to @ gift which | still have trou-

h Pleungerstandingicompletely,
wrote on Facebook the other daly
the words of John 15:13'Greater

love has no one than this; than t
lay down one's life for his friends
iDan did this framy gon; wilingly
iayjag down his life on that operal]
L iRgrERPM table so that my son col

have his life again free from tha

death sentence-low do you say
ribadk you and have it be meanin
ful? It just sounds insufficient for
such a sacrificd.am glad we are
family now,|

—

(@)

~ Faith Turner, FHF Program Coordinator ~
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“Have a heart for highway safety”
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FHF speaks at the 2@dr@@rBraining Conference

Too many times, first responders a8 i
accustomed to tragedy, death notif
cations, and making decisions that
they feel are in the best interest of

family members.Our goal was to

let them know that, although these

situations are routine for thenhey

areNOT routine to those facing the

loss of a loved oneOften, this is

the first real trauma or sudden dea

they have experienced’ he way

The Compassionate Guidan

| experienced a warm feeling

of gratitude at the conclusion

of our presentation, when many
coroners expressed apprecia-
tion for my personal perspec-
tive. If we can make this diffi-
cult and unimaginable news
any easier for a family member
to bear, we consider it an ac-
complishment.

first responders approach a family bea source to gently aid in theiBy Lisa Radvansky, FHF
member or notify them of the deatgrieving journey.

of a loved one will leave a lasting
impression.

We discussed the right for family
members (especially parents) to
view and touchheir loved

one. Thisis not a decision that
should be madby someone unat-
tached to the familyThe opportu-
nity to spend time with theris part
of their healing processAlthough

these family members leave crusheggoup.

and brokerhearted, they do not
have to leave without hope.

Additionally, FHF offers them

member and FHFAP Inc. Vice
President.

tools for healing, compassion,
peer support & and a construc-
tive avenue of purpose.

It was important for me to leavd
the coroners with a personal
understanding of my child, his
life & the loss we feel every
day, just like SO many in our

Center Picture
Lto R:
Kenny JohnsonGeorgetown
County Coroner / SCCA
Presidentlisa Radvansky
FHF memberEd Allen,
Beaufort County Coroner /
SCCA Training Officer &
Faith Turney FHF Program
Coordinator

h

FHF talks to the 89th SCHP Basic Class

Did you know that talking about your loved one can help in sevg

1 You can help your healing process by saying their name ang$

what happened.

1 You can enrich the lives of others by allowing them to know|

loved one.

1 You can share with others who may fear that talking about
one will make you sad, when in truth our family members a
dened by the thought that you forgot their loved one all tog The 89th basic graduation class look

- . at the memory board of Cory Wise aft
FHF member and mom, Terri Wise, has been speaking to eact listening to Terri Wise share her story.

patrol class for the last five years, hoping to make a difference
family who receives that notification.

il ot

Terri shares her per sonalSayngP2
fihow you give that death not Pe
they start

you pull into their driveway and look at your watch, you know ir
few minutes you are going tole
tell them as if it we®élowowo
want them to be tol do?

de

Terri , also a member of the compassionate committee, feels tt
members should be allowed time with their loved one before th

pared by the

a foot o,

funer al
Tsaa ymort ch efrt rous ta rhet he

h ome. ]

committee, knowing this guide ha
Qu i c k changed the way Patrol delivers,

al so all ows

t
ss quicker and allow family mefg- 4
rs to face the journey they wil| ngvg

rriis proud to have served ont

ath notifications.

To download a copy of the

t hei r Terotels theclpswmea t T 2V el . 0 vle

~  Compassionate Guide visit our WeﬁtSi :
www.scdps.org/fhf/resources. aﬂ
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P h Oto G al | eci‘War I O u S Eve ntS “Have a heart for highway safety”

ool orth cvryelfr 1 e the e tht | can e d-
vingprde t myvel, my parct,d my b

Annual Speakers Training &€ksbk. 19, 2011
L to R: Friend of Tonya, Tonya Spradley, Marcia Delmore,

Martina Mitchedpeaking at Olympia

HS for Prom Promise. Ma_lry An_n Hallman, Cpl. Pa_ul Brouthe@_et._ SCHPJTerri Calhoun Raboson of Wesley & Haley
Wise, Diane Best, Emma Lille¢SCHP Victim Advocate) Rabon (FHF) and cousin to John Ray
and Charlie Shipman. Fisherthrows out the 1st pitch of the

game at the Charleston blood drive.

Group Phofcom Hope & Healing workshop held May 7, 2011 in Lexington.

Elena Bell, LMSW was the facilitator. Lisa Radvansky , Becky Kappshiriey Hastings

at the FHF Volunteer luncBddmis year It was held at The Olive Garden.

\D

Group Phofcom Annual Chili Craft peer Support Bufistsoyear the event L to RCalhoun Rabon, Raven Keitt and Gavinedhajieg a
was held on March 19, 2011 at North Trenholm Baptist Church in Columbia. game of air hockey during the Chili Craft event.
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“Have a heart for highway safety”

Photo Galldgryvarious Events FHF

FHF membelacqueline Benrtfedtding a can- FHF Membeknna Margaret Tudthering Annual Fatality American Red Cross Regily Moongith
vas fAmemoryo pict ur éMemofial dereice, rehches gohauah the melhankweals siddtfmgembeéina Bonapaytat Columbia
Bennett she made at the Chili Craft eventhe name of hergrand®m y ant ( A Cowb oblooddrivél. Buchanan.

Calhoun Rabposes and smiles FHF Members L tdBRth Livingston, Mike Sease, Cindy Sease, Carollst time donor 16 yr.Aaldtin
withL/Cpl Bob Berasthe Kiparisus, Scott Best, Diane Best, Treasa Crosland, Deidre Johnsdmyrivri{HF Volunteer) of Lexington
Charleston blood drive. Pritchetand FHF Coordindteith Turneolunteer at the informational s ays #fAlt i s i mport
table during Annual Fatality Memorial Service. supplies are |

FHF Members Uanuela Lopand ( Rpeth
Livingstarlight candles of Love & Remembrance
during the Annual Fatality Memorial Service.

FHF Membém Waters
deciding what treat to eat at
the Chili Craft event.

Picture inside sanctuaheatngton Baptist Chuahating
2011 Annual Fatality Memorial service.
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“Have a heart for highway safety”

FHF

1 Program + 5 Years + 11 Blood Drives = 631 Units of Blood!

If you have ever donated blood through the American Red Cross (ARC), you have
heard the familiar quot e; AThe nee|d i
bl ood. o

The Families of Highway Fatalities (FHF) program coordinator, Faith Turner took
that to heart when a partnership was forged to hold annual drives ~ decidedly tp focus
on a family member within the program. The blood drive is just one way FHF offers
support to families, while providing a venue for family members to honor their lpved
ones, while giving back to the community.

Terri Wise, a 29 year employee with ARC and member of the FHF program initiated
the partnership back in 2007. The successful teamwork and the leadership of the

Charleston blood drive held in honor of - 1,554 drive event sponsors led to an amazing collection, thus far, of 631 units ¢
John Ray Fisher. alaed

=

In South Carolina, statistics show about 1,000 people are killed and aboibed

injured in collisions annually. This partnership made the decision to hold the blood
drives during the summer months easy since the ARC knows that is the time of year
when blood supplies are critically low because of summer travel and law enforce-
ment unfortunately knows summer time is also when motor vehicle collision often
rise because of this increased travel. This time frame is what law enforcement refers
to as the A100 Deadly Days of Summer A which starts wi|th
and ends Labor Day weekend.

FHF members, Wesley, Haley and Calhoun Rabon find it healing to support com-

munity events such as the blood drive, while honoring their loved one John Rav

who was killed in a single car collision in Berkeley County in 2009 at age 17. F Myrtle Beach blood drive held in honor of the
says, fAgiving to others offers comf Sermon Family. us.

Iteisha McCants, (FHF member) lost her fiancé Mark Sermons Jr., and
both children, Mark 11l and Dajah on November 11, 2009 in a Horry
County collision. Iteisha was deeply moved to honor her family at the
blood drive. (Pictured right)

The Williams Family, (FHF members) still searching for answers to the
unsolved hit and run that killed family member Rodney Williams in 2010
is hopeful the drive and its media efforts will lead to some answers apd
help in their healing process. (Pictured left)

These blood drives offer many benefits to both the families and the com-
munity, but when it helps with the healing of the heart for these families,

that is greater than the success of any blood drive.
Columbia blood drive held in honor of Rodney Williams.

BLOOD DRIVE STATS:

607 Char |l es Caumbia: SGBunits ni t s total: 145 units
608 Char |l es Caumbia: 823unite ni t s total: 155 units
609 Char |l es Caumbia: 8Bunite ni t s total: 104 units
610 Char |l es Caumbia: 85units ni t s total: 102 units
611 Char |l es Caumbia: 3%units MB:t 3 units total: 125 units




