SC DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION PROGRAM
S.C. Freedom of Information Act  S.C. Code 30-4-10 through 30-4-165

It is the policy of SCDPS to provide the public access to its public records and documents in an accurate, timely and professional manner. (DPS Policy 199)

*In accordance with the South Carolina Family Privacy Protection Act, S.C. Code 30-2-10 et. seq., the information provided must not be used to contact any person directly for the purpose of commercial solicitation.

HOW TO MAKE A FOIA REQUEST

Please state that the information you are seeking is requested under the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. Be as specific as possible about what you are requesting. 

All requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act and subpoenas for documents should be addressed to:
Leigh Watkins, Information Officer

SCDPS, Office of General Counsel

PO Box 1993

Blythewood, SC 29016

PHONE: (803) 896-7759

FAX: (803) 896-7967

REQUESTING INFORMATION ABOUT A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT

BOTH SIDES OF THE ACCIDENT REPORT (FORM TR-310) MUST BE ATTACHED TO YOUR REQUEST. 

A COPY OF BOTH SIDES OF THE ACCIDENT REPORT (FORM TR-310) MUST BE ATTACHED FOR FOIA REQUESTS OR SUBPOENAS RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS.  

ACCIDENT REPORTS CAN BE OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM THE S.C. DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, OFFICE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY BY COMPLETING FORM FR-50. (FEE: $6.00)

www.scdmvonline.org



WHAT MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE CONCERNING A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT?

1.
Accident Report (from S.C. Department of Motor Vehicles)


Fatality Packet (if at least one fatality) *Fatality packet does not include 
photographs or video

2.
Photographs

3.
Videotape

(Photographs and Video may not have been prepared in all cases)

DID MAIT INVESTIGATE THE ACCIDENT?

The South Carolina Highway Patrol Multi-Disciplinary Accident Investigation Team (MAIT) does not investigate all accidents.  According to the Highway Patrol, MAIT will not respond or become involved in any SCHP/DPS employee-involved collision.  These collisions shall be investigated by the local jurisdiction’s Sheriff’s Office.    The following list is representative of the type of collisions/incidents for which MAIT shall be called.

1. Prosecutable collisions where multiple fatalities occur.

2. Prosecutable felony driving under the influence collisions with death or great bodily injury.

3. Fatalities involving commercial vehicles where mechanical failure is suspected or any collision where a manufacturer defect of a vehicle is a possible contributor.

4. A collision with multiple fatalities involving hazardous materials or a collision involving spillage or leakage of a significant amount of hazardous material that threatens life or property.

5. Any fatal collision investigated by DPS involving a law enforcement officer.

6. A collision involving a fatality or great bodily injury where a contributing factor may be a possible road defect.

7. Hit and Run fatalities.

8. Collisions investigated by DPS involving a pursuit resulting in injury or death.

MAIT may be called out or contacted for full or limited investigations for the following type of collisions:

At the request of a district commander or his/her authorized designee for a DPS investigated collision.  Collisions under this paragraph include, but are not limited to:

1. Collisions with no clear causation factor.

2. Collisions requiring an in-depth speed analysis, mechanical inspection, complicated or scale diagramming, physical evidence collection, occupant kinematics, extensive witness interviewing or consultation.

3. At the request from another agency with the approval of a Major or higher.

MAIT CASES:  PLEASE ALLOW A MINIMUM OF 8 WEEKS FROM THE ACCIDENT DATE FOR COMPLETION OF A MAIT INVESTIGATION 
MAIT MATERIALS AVAILABLE  ($100.00 PER ITEM)
MAIT INVESTIGATION REPORT

PHOTOGRAPHS

VIDEOTAPE

DIAGRAM OF SCENE (MAPPING)

AUDIOTAPES

REQUESTING RADIO DISPATCH TAPES AND/OR WRITTEN DISPATCH LOGS

The following information is required: Please specify if you are requesting the tape, the log or both.

1. DATE(S)  (M/D/Y)

2. TIME PERIOD

3. COUNTY

NOTE: RADIO TAPES ARE ONLY AVAILABLE UP TO 180 DAYS FROM DATE OF RECORDING.  (TAPES ARE AVAILABLE AT COST OF $28.00 PER HOUR; WRITTEN LOGS AT $28/PER DAY)

REQUESTING TRAINING MANUALS

Please specify the name of the manual if possible.  Otherwise, state specifically the subject matter.

NON-FOIA REQUESTS

Accident Reports (Form FR-50)

Driver Records and Driver Information (Form MV-70)

Vehicle and Title Information (Form 5027-A)

(All should be obtained directly from the S.C. Department of Motor Vehicles)

www.scdmvonline.com


EXEMPTIONS FROM DISCLOSURE

DPS exempts from disclosure all information enumerated in S.C. Code Section 30-4-40.  This includes pending criminal charges.  When providing records, exempt and non-exempt information will be separated, and the non-exempt portion will be provided to the requestor.  Please see also Section 30-4-160 and 165 of the South Carolina Code of Laws relating to the privacy of driver’s license information.

FEES CHARGED FOR DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION

DPS charges reasonable costs for providing documents or information and does not release information until payment in full is received.  Fees are subject to change.

Fees may be waived or reduced if it is determined that the waiver or reduction is in the public interest because the information is considered as primarily benefiting the general public.

