SC School Zone and School Bus Facts

According to statistics collected by the SC Department of Education:

During the 2006-2007 school year:

· There were three (3) school bus-related fatalities. All of those killed were the driver of the other vehicle that collided with the bus. 

· There were 532 total collisions during that time; 458 involved a bus v. a vehicle.

· One collision involved a pedestrian. 

· Eighty of those collisions involved a “loading zone” with 35 occurring when the bus was stopped in the loading zone; 28 when the bus was leaving the loading zone; 17 as the bus approached the loading zone. 

· The majority of collisions around schools last year occurred during the 7 a.m.-8 a.m. (159) and 3 p.m.-4 p.m. time frames (176). 

· Charleston, Greenville, Richland and Lexington (respectively) led the other counties in total number of collisions during the last school year. 

· The Office of Highway Safety shows that from 2003-2007, there were 10 people killed between the hours of 6 a.m.- 9 a.m. or 3 p.m.- 6 p.m. in a school zone or involving a school bus. 

· Only one of those fatalities involved a school-age child. 

· The majority of those killed were over 25 years old. 

· Of the 323 injured during those times, 135 were between the ages of 6-18 years old. 

There has been a steady decline in school bus related collisions over the past 10 years.

· The total number of school bus collisions has averaged around 500 since the 1999/00 school year. 

· Before then, collision numbers were consistently between 600 and 800 each year as far back as 1988-89 school year. 

** Statistics courtesy of the SC Department of Education and SCDPS Office of Highway Safety

