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HIGHWAY PATROL ACE TEAM BEGINS SPECIAL MOTORCYCLE UNIT ENFORCEMENT IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY
 

COLUMBIA – The South Carolina Department of Public Safety Highway Patrol division has begun a special enforcement effort with nine troopers from its Motorcycle Unit and the latest technology in radar equipment to work some of the deadliest, high-crash highways in Spartanburg County beginning Monday and running through October 31.

“We are studying collision patterns throughout the state -- including time of day, day of week and specific roadways -- to direct our manpower exactly where it is needed most urgently,” said Col. Russell Roark, Highway Patrol commander. “Spartanburg County, particularly the I-85 area, has one of the fastest growing collision rates in the Upstate.”

The Spartanburg enforcement effort is the second in a statewide series by the ACE Team Motorcycle Unit to help reduce fatalities and collisions in areas of the state where collisions are on the rise. Motorcycles have some enforcement advantages over conventional Patrol vehicles, including the ability to move through congested traffic more efficiently, accelerate faster and blend with regular traffic. 

The ACE Team is also using the latest radar technology to catch people violating the speed limits. The team is using laser radar units on each roadway. This type of radar is highly precise and allows troopers to focus the radar exactly on the specific car that they want to clock. 
The areas of concentration for Spartanburg County will include: I-85, I-26, U.S. 176, U.S. 221 North and S.C. 9 North. Of these problem areas, I-85 had the most crashes with 470 and I-26 ranked second with 362. 

The majority of crashes occur on weekdays in Spartanburg County, with Fridays typically the worst followed by Thursdays. The majority of these crashes happen between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Speeding/too fast for conditions and failure to yield right-of-way are typically the leading causes. 

“Most of these crashes are simply driver error and are therefore highly preventable,” said Capt. F.K. Lancaster Jr., who heads the ACE Team. “After we began our enforcement effort in Dorchester County, we saw violations and citations drop almost immediately as motorists began responding to the increased enforcement.”
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