MEMORANDUM
TO: 

Justice Assistance Grant Applicants

FROM: 
Burke Fitzpatrick, Administrator

RE: 

Solicitation for Justice Assistance Grant Applications

DATE: 
August 31, 2010

The Office of Justice Programs in the Department of Public Safety will open the Grants Management Information System to accept applications for Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) awards on November 8, 2010.   Also on that date we will be publishing grant application guidance for new and continuation applicants. The website address is http://www.scdps.org/ojp/.  

Justice Assistance Grant proposals will be due by 5:00 PM on January 14, 2011.  

One significant change in the process is that we will not be scheduling a statewide JAG solicitation conference as we have done each year in November.   These half-day statewide meetings have been useful, particularly for new applicants in developing first-year proposals.  However, awards to new projects next year will be very limited.  In 2009 with Stimulus funding we awarded $23 million.  This year we combined JAG awards from two fiscal years and awarded $11.5 million.  In the coming federal fiscal year we expect to receive only $5 million for award in July, 2011.  We project that, if only JAG projects eligible for continuation are funded in the next year, these alone will meet or exceed our estimated $5 million award.  Therefore, the prospect of many new awards does not look favorable.   
For these reasons I think it unfair to ask law enforcement and fiscal personnel to travel from all parts of the state for a Justice Assistance Grant proposal solicitation meeting.  However, beginning November 8th we will be available to you for any technical assistance you might need in preparing a JAG application, new or continuation, for submission.  This assistance can be over the telephone, via our Grants Management Information System, meetings at SCDPS headquarters in Blythewood, or we will travel to your offices.  No request for assistance will go unanswered. 

So, in summary we will not be scheduling a grants solicitation workshop for JAG applications this year.  However, both new and continuation proposals will be accepted for review and recommendation up until the deadline of January 14, 2011 at 5:00.  We expect that the awards will be announced in late May for activation July 1, 2011.  Please contact me with any questions you might have at 803-896-8702. 

